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THIRD REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON 

    FREE TRADE IN SOUTH EAST EUROPE

     INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS FORUM III

HOTEL INTERCONTINENTAL, BELGRADE, 8 OCTOBER 2004
As the countries of South Eastern Europe proceed to implement a network of bilateral Free Trade Agreements, a market of over 60 million consumers is emerging.  If the full potential of this trade liberalization effort is to be realized for the benefit of all, the domestic and international business community must be fully aware of the opportunities in this increasingly dynamic region.    Trade policy should also be influenced by the day-to-day experiences of the business community.  
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	CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES


1. To provide a forum for representatives of SEE governments, businesspeople and experts from the region and the world, to discuss the opportunities and challenges arising from the implementation of the Free Trade Agreements in the region;

2. To give additional impetus to the free trade process, in view of the growing interest in the region and the need to provide information to the business circles on the importance and the objectives of trade liberalization and facilitation;

3. To contribute to the activities of the South East Europe Cooperation Process (SEECP) and the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, as stipulated in various Ministerial Declarations;

4. To provide the business community with an opportunity to exchange experiences with their regional and international counterparts and to assist in the creation of new business connections.

	O R G A N I Z E R S


· Council of Ministers of Serbia and Montenegro (Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of International Economic Relations)

· Serbian Chamber of Commerce of Industry

	CO-ORGANIZERS AND SPONSORS


· Secretariat of the Stability Pact for SEE / Secretariat of the Working Group for Trade Liberalization and Facilitation;

· Association of the Balkan Chambers;

· Partnership Project ABC-DIHK (Association of Balkan Chambers and Association of the German Chambers of Commerce and Industry  ).

	PARTICIPANTS


· Representatives of companies from all the countries in the region, and the neighbouring business communities and chambers of commerce and industry;

· Representatives of multinational companies;

· Representatives of the Governments and their specialized agencies;

· Experts, including representatives of: WTO, EU, UNECE;

· Representatives of regional initiatives (SECI, CEI, BSEC, EFTA, CEFTA, etc.)

	CONFERENCE PROGRAMME


	8.  October 2004


The main goal of the meetings is to provide participants with an opportunity to discuss different aspects of key issues affecting trade development in SEE and to identify possible actions to overcome obstacles.  These recommendations can then be submitted to the various national and regional policy decision makers with the aim to find solutions and overcome difficulties in FTA implementation.

9.00-9.30

Participant Registration

9.30-10.15

PLENARY SESSION

Welcome and opening addresses by:

1. Minister of Foreign Economic Relations of Serbia and Montenegro

2. Representative of Stability Pact

3. President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Serbia

4. Head of the DIHK-ABC Partnership Project

10.15 - 11,30

WORKING SESSION

1. Free Trade Agreements in South East Europe

· Review of FTA implementation to date 

· Effects of the FTA implementation on trade in the region

· Problems in the FTA implementation 

· Proposals to overcome the problems

(Speakers: representatives of the Ministries, Chambers, companies and experts)

11,30 – 12,00 Coffee Break

12,00 – 14,00 

WORKING SESSION

2. Trade Liberalisation and Non-Tariff Barriers

· Identification of major non-tariff barriers

· Options for reduction and elimination

(Speakers: representatives of the Ministries, Chambers, companies and experts)

3. Trade and Transport Facilitation

· Update on cross border transport in SEE

· Customs Procedures and Co-operation 

· Implementation of Pan European diagonal cummulation of origin 

4. Trade Liberalization and Competition 

· Competitiveness in Agriculture 

· Competitiveness and FTAs

· Success Story

14.00 - 15.30 Lunch break

Bilateral meetings of the companies in the Lobby, mini exhibition of agricultural companies from the Region.

15.30 – 17.00     Key Findings and Recommendations

17.0 The End of the Meeting

Note: The organisers reserve the right to make changes to the Program.
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